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Praises

Poland's complex history echoes through modern crises ,
intertwining in a gripping espionage story.

October 1939: NKVD chief Lavrentiy Beria listens intently
as Major Zarubin reports on covert intelligence operations
in Poland. Decades later, the shadows of those events
resurface in unforeseen and shocking ways.

Agent Konrad returns to Warsaw after yet another failed
mission in the Middle East. His elusive target, “Karol” – a
Polish defector and Al-Qaeda liaison – remains beyond
reach. In Sweden, Hans Jorgensen painstakingly deciphers
hidden messages buried in innocuous newspaper ads,
while in Belarus, Colonel Stepanovich of the Minsk KGB
enjoys the spoils of his dollar-smuggling racket, until a
violent robbery shatters his good fortune.

At the Institute of National Remembrance (IPN), a
professor uncovers explosive documents that could change
the narrative of the Katyn massacre forever. Meanwhile, in
Poland’s political landscape, the president serves as a
figurehead while true power rests with his chief of staff, a
cunning operator with the staunch backing of conservative
voters.

These seemingly unrelated characters and events converge
in a masterfully woven narrative, where buried historical
secrets collide with present-day intrigue.

November 2019
(1st ed. in 2011)

816 pages

4.0/ 1 236 ratings/ 72 reviews

7.6/ 5 306 ratings/ 575 reviews

A totally unique take on espionage, smuggling
and corruption. Cannot wait for more…

Olivier Truc,
author of Forty Days Without Shadow

This work by Polish author is a ready screenplay for
Hollywood.

Jacek Dubois, 
Vice Chief Justice of polish State Tribunal 

I couldn’t have imagined, that Severski would
produce a story full of so much suspense -literary

fiction built on strong foundation of facts.
Tomasz Walat,

correspondent for POLITYKA Magazine
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Plot Summary 1/2

Sometime after 2005, Konrad Wolski, a Polish intelligence officer, returns from an unsuccessful
mission in the Middle East. He had been pursuing Safir as-Salam, a Polish national high up in the
ranks of al-Qaeda. Upon his return, Konrad is assigned an even more complex mission – one that will
take him across Poland’s eastern border. He leads a small, elite team known as the Q Division – a
highly classified unit within the Polish Intelligence Agency.

A retired university professor informs the head of the Polish Institute of National Remembrance about
a chest containing secret files from the Polish division of the Russian NKVD. The chest is said to be
buried somewhere in the Brest Fortress, now located in Belarus. Konrad and his team are tasked with
retrieving it and bringing it back to Poland. The Polish government is eager to uncover the nature of
the documents, hoping they might reveal evidence of a Russian spy network operating within Poland.

The Russians, however, have long been searching for this elusive treasure. The deputy head of the
Polish division of the NKVD took the secret of its location to his grave. A well-placed agent within a
Polish government department leaks information about the upcoming search mission, igniting a race
between intelligence services from both sides to secure the chest. The stakes are high; Belarus, under
the regime of Alexander Lukashenko, remains firmly under Russian influence. The Russians are
particularly desperate to obtain the chest, as it allegedly contains evidence that the father of Poland’s
current president, Stanisław Zieliński, served as an NKVD spy before the Second World War.

Meanwhile, in Stockholm, Hans Joergensen, an elderly Swede of Danish descent, receives a covert
order to travel to Poland. Joergensen is an “illegal” – a deeply embedded Russian agent. Smuggled into
Germany as a teenager shortly after World War II, he grew up in the West and matured into a
seasoned operative. His mission is to authenticate a map showing the NKVD chest’s location – a map
the Russians obtained from their mole in Poland. At the same time, Konrad Wolski receives an off-the-
record tip from a senior British intelligence official, hinting at the existence of a mole within the Polish
government.

Joergensen confirms the map’s authenticity and returns to Stockholm, unaware that Swedish
counterintelligence is monitoring him. The Swedes alert the Polish Intelligence Agency about
Joergensen’s activities in Poland. On a ferry to Gdańsk, Joergensen makes a careless mistake, striking
up a conversation with Belarusian travellers in their native tongue. As a child, he had lived in Belarus
and was the sole survivor of a massacre in his home village of Medvedki – an atrocity allegedly
committed by a Polish partisan unit.

Konrad Wolski’s team becomes convinced that Joergensen is a Russian “illegal”. Their suspicions
deepen when they discover that he met in Poland with Zenon Rupert, an assistant to the head of the
Polish Institute of National Remembrance and the son of the Minister of Defence. A search of Rupert’s
apartment by Q Division reveals a troubling find: Rupert has been regularly taking classified
documents home from the Institute, including highly sensitive files that could compromise active
agents, Konrad among them. This careless handling of top-secret files has given the Russians access to
critical intelligence – and left Poland’s security dangerously exposed.
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Konrad and his team prepare to excavate the NKVD chest from Brest Fortress. Their only hope lies
with Travis, a Polish illegal agent embedded within the Belarusian KGB. Travis recruits a KGB captain
to help facilitate the excavation through near-legal means.

The Polish team successfully locates the chest, but preliminary analysis reveals a critical problem: the
documents inside are water-damaged and will disintegrate upon opening. Secretly, Konrad is relieved
—he dreads the possibility of the files being used in dirty political battles by opportunistic politicians.

The Russians, meanwhile, also attempt to retrieve the NKVD chest. However, all they uncover is a
large metal plate. Their efforts were based on a superbly falsified map supplied by their mole in Poland.

In Sweden, Hans Joergensen decides to sever ties with Russia. While analysing the documents in
Poland, he uncovered the truth about the Medvedki massacre: it was not carried out by Polish
partisans, as he had been led to believe, but by a Russian NKVD unit. Realising that the Russians had
lied to him from the start, Joergensen decides to reveal the truth. He confides in his son, Carl, a
Swedish intelligence officer, and they retreat to their seaside summer house.

The Russians, determined to silence Joergensen, send two Spetsnaz agents to kill him. The agents
arrive at the summer house, which is under surveillance by Swedish counterintelligence. In the
ensuing shootout and fire, Joergensen and his son survive the attack.

Disillusioned by the toxic atmosphere and incompetence within the Agency – now dominated by self-
serving politicians – Konrad Wolski decides to resign. The Agency chief even resorts to bugging
Konrad’s apartment in a desperate attempt to find incriminating evidence against him.

Before stepping away for good, Konrad embarks on one final mission. In Brussels, he meets Mikhail
Popowski, head of the Polish division of Russian intelligence. Over vodka, Popowski confirms that
Zenon Rupert is indeed the Russian mole and delivers an even more shocking revelation: Zenon’s
father, the Polish Minister of Defence, was also recruited by Russian intelligence.

In exchange for this information, Konrad hands over the NKVD chest to Popowski. However,
Popowski remains unaware that the files inside will disintegrate upon opening. This time, Konrad’s
mission can be deemed a success.
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