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The art of literature
SCANDINAVIAN LITERATURE
The goal of the Scandinavian Literature series, appearing under imprint of publishing house Czarna Owca, is to introduce the outstanding achievements of Scandinavian literature to the Polish reader. The literature from this area, highly valued in other European countries, is hardly known in Poland. The idea of the series is to present a spectrum of its perspectives from debutants to “classics”, from innovation and formal experiments thru traditional novels to its popular variants: the saga and crime stories. “The Black Series” (“Czarna Seria”) consists of classical thrillers and innovative crime stories... It serves us light and popular, yet high-quality, literature in which the criminal plot forms a starting point to depict a wider range of important social and moral problems. 

STIEG LARSSON – this well-known Swedish reporter for many years worked as a consultant and outstanding expert in the field of antidemocratic and extreme rightwing movements. Larsson was a stubborn analyst of rightwing and antidemocratic movements not only in his home country, but also throughout Europe. His name and image for years appeared on the websites of fanatics, he had to take special safety measures. Sweden in [his] novels is portrayed as a nationalist, racist, anti-Semite country, completely different from the idyllic image presented by Astrid Lindgren. – Grzegorz Sowula wrote in “Rzeczpospolita”. 
The first of three novels in the Millennium trilogy The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Mężczyzni, którzy nienawidzą kobiet), Stieg Larsson’s debut, is a socially engaged novel, but in the first place an elaborately constructed and well-written crime story. Mikael Blomkvist, editor of the “Millennium” magazine, convicted for defamation, experiences a crisis of values and resigns from his professional duties. He receives an extraordinary commission from industrial baron, Henrik Vanger, head of a huge consortium. He asks the reporter, who is at a crossroad in his life, to write his family chronicle. The main character of the next part of the Millennium trilogy is Lisbeth Salander. A train of dramatic events reminds Lisbeth of an obscure past, which she decides to overcome once and for all. The third and last part of the Millennium series starts where the previous one ends. Mikael Blomkvist reaches into Salander’s hidden past and takes off on a quest for the truth. He writes an important text, which should clear Lisbeth Salander’s name and evoke an earthquake in the government, the secret services and the whole of society.
LEIF GW PERSSON, before he became a writer, worked among others as a criminologist, consultant, scientific adviser and counsellor in the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Prime Minister’s office and the Ministry of Justice. He is a professor of criminology and for many years has served as a police commissioner. He also works as an expert on the television show “Wanted”.
Między tęsknotą lata a chłodem żimy (Mellan sommarens langtan och vinterns kold)  is the first part of a trilogy concerning the still unsolved murder of Prime Minister Olaf Palme in 1986. It’s an extremely absorbing, rich in factual details, combination of satire, thriller, psychological drama and police story about the largest criminal investigation in modern Swedish history. Next year under imprint of the same publishing house the subsequent two parts will appear: W innym czasie w innym życiu (En annan tid, ett annat liv) and Swobodny upadek jak w śnie (Faller fritt som i en dröm).
CAMILLA LÄCKBERG, born in 1974, is one of the most interesting Swedish writers, considered to be “the new Scandinavian queen of crime”. 
Her saga about the village of Fjällbacka has become a bestseller in entire Europe. These books are not just limited to the criminal plot. They are also excellent novels of manners, perfectly rendering the atmosphere of the contemporary Swedish countryside, with credible characters and a consistently narrated family history theme. In the first part of the saga, Księżniczka z lodu (Isprinsessan), the dead body of Alexandra Wijkner is found in a quiet village on the west coast of Sweden. There are many indications that she committed suicide, but her mother asks the writer Erika Falck, a friend of her daughter, to look in to the case. Kaznodzieja (Predikanten) is a crime story full of surprises, that skilfully intertwines threads from the past with the present. A certain summer morning a small boy, playing in a gorge nearby Fjällbacka, discovers the naked dead girl, thus giving Patrik Hedström and his fellow police officers a hard case to solve. In the third part, Kamieniarz (Stenhugarren), behind Fjällbacke’s  idyllic facade Hedström discloses the gloomy reality of neighbourly quarrels, family conflicts and gangs distributing child pornography. 
In the fourth part, Ofiara losu (Olycksfågeln), the Tanumshede police department investigates a car accident, which arouses suspicion. 
LIZA MARKLUND became a bestselling author in all five Scandinavian countries and received many literary awards. She is a writer, reporter, columnist and co owner of Piratförlaget, the third largest Swedish publishing house. She gained international acclaim thanks to her novels featuring the reporter Annika Bengtzon. 
RAJ (Paradiset). A truckload of cigarettes, worth 50 million crowns, disappears from the Stockholm harbour and on the docks lie two dead bodies. The young Aida flees from the scene of the crime, saving her life. The foundation “Paradise” – which helps the abused – becomes her redemption. Meanwhile the number of murders keeps growing. For Annika Bengtzon the “Paradise” foundation case turns out to be a change for a new start in life and in her work after a personal tragedy. 
PRIME TIME. In an old castle, located in a forest, the dead body of Swedish television star Michelle Carlsson is found after the recording of a new television show. The police and Annika Bengtzon appear on the crime site. The investigation lingers, while the murderer remains at large. Two subsequent Marklund novels are prepared for print: Czerwony wilk (Den röda vargen) and Testament Nobla (Nobels testamente).
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