A side glance of Sweden
By Stanisław Kiełb
The Santa Claus that visits my house each December, either has a second job in a bookstore or just likes to read. This year under the Christmas tree I found, among others, four stout volumes, written by the Swedish Camille Läckberg, considered the new Scandinavian Queen of Crime. Her novels, promoted as “the second best crime series after the ‘Millennium’ trilogy by Stieg Larsson”, carry the superscription “saga”. However, don’t let that worry you. One can read these novels in random order not losing the main theme. Every novel is a separate story and a new mystery to solve, although they are connected through the place of action – the village of Fjällback and through the main characters: the writer Erika and her partner, police officer Patrik. In these stories we find not only murder (one takes place in every part), we also observe everyday life. Not only Erika’s and Patrik’s, but there friends’, family’s and fellow police officers’ as well. Thus we get to know the ambitious, yet slightly idle commissioner of police, Erika’s sister Anne, who is having troubles with her own husband and a close friend of the writer, who used t be her lover… it is a nice scramble and on account of these subplots it is worth to read the novels in chronological order. I will give away only this: in the first novel Erika discovers the dead body of a childhood friend which leads her, together with the police officer, to the disclosure of a dark secret from the past. In the second part the writer becomes pregnant, in the third part she enjoys motherhood, while in the next part she finally gets married. One more thing: as far as I’m concerned every subsequent part is more interesting. I am already waiting for the next two volumes, announced to be published this spring. 
However I find it hard to tell whether Camilla Lackberg’s saga is worse or better than Larsson’s “Millennium”. It makes equally good reading. Since Christmas the four volumes were devoured by me, my wife and my mother. Both series are worth reading not only to tickle the brain with a criminal mystery. One of the secondary characters in the novel Ofiara losu (Olycksfågeln) an Italian catholic priest wonders: “How can one feel comfortable in these cold northern regions? Aren’t the Swedes by change a very strange people? It is told that most of the time they sit at home alone not keeping in touch with other people. What’s more, they don’t know how to drink, never know when to stop and consequently get drunk. Who would like to live in such a place?”
When reading the crime saga, by the way we find out who does.
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